Lessons on Fanaticism




25M 14.2

*¥Every phase of fanaticism
and erroneous theories,
claiming to be the truth, will
be brought in among the
remnant people of God.




1SM 180.4

* Satan's object is accomplished just as
surely when men run ahead of Christ and
do the work He has never entrusted to their
hand, as when they remain in the
Laodicean state, lukewarm, feeling rich and
iIncreased with goods, and in need of

nothing. The two classes are equally
stumbling blocks.




"Fanatic”

% a person filled with excessive and single-minded
zeal, esp. for an extreme religious or political
cause.

* [New Oxford American Dictionary]




Characteristics

* Claim to have the truth
* Overzealous, sometimes irrational

* Overemphasis of one or a few “pet” ideas, often
making them salvational issues

% Often fueled by feelings and emotions
* Imbalanced use of the Bible and SoP

% Teaching yields questionable fruits (Matt. 7:15-20)




PO 12

*¥We have nothing to fear for
the future, except as we

shall forget the way the Lord
has led us, and His teaching
IN our past history.




FPaul & [ hessalonians




AA 3438.1

* Misguided souls have taught that the attainment of
true holiness carries the mind above all earthly
thoughts and leads men to refrain wholly from
labor. Others, taking extreme views of certain texts
of Scripture, have taught that it is a sin to work--
that Christians should take no thought concerning
the temporal welfare of themselves or their
families, but should devote their lives wholly to
spiritual things. The teaching and example of the
apostle Paul are a rebuke to such extreme views.




AA 261.3

* The Thessalonian believers were greatly annoyed
by men coming among them with fanatical ideas
and doctrines...But there were some, self-willed
and impetuous, who refused to be subordinate to

those who held positions of authority in the
church. They claimed not only the right of private
judgment, but that of publicly urging their views
upon the church. In view of this, Paul called the
attention of the Thessalonians to the respect and
deference due to those who had been chosen to
occupy positions of authority in the church.




Paul’s Solution

%1 Thessalonians 5:19-21

*2 Thessalonians 3:6-16




| uther & The Reformation




GC 186.2

* A few men, deeply affected by the excitement Iin
the religious world, imagined themselves to have
received special revelations from Heaven, and
claimed to have been divinely commissioned to
carry forward to its completion the Reformation
which, they declared, had been but feebly begun
by Luther....




GC 186.3

* One of these prophets claimed to have been
instructed by the angel Gabriel. A student who
united with him forsook his studies, declaring that
he had been endowed by God Himself with

wisdom to expound His word. Others who were
naturally inclined to fanaticism united with them.
The proceedings of these enthusiasts created no
little excitement. The preaching of Luther had
aroused the people everywhere to feel the
necessity of reform, and now some really honest
persons were misled by the pretensions of the
new prophets.




B0 1849

* The fruit of the new teaching soon became
apparent. The people were led to neglect the Bible
or to cast it wholly aside. The schools were thrown
into confusion. Students, spurning all restraint,

abandoned their studies and withdrew from the
university. The men who thought themselves
competent to revive and control the work of the
Reformation succeeded only in bringing it to the
verge of ruin. The Romanists now regained their
confidence and exclaimed exultingly: "One last
struggle, and all will be ours.”




GO 190.3

* Luther had no desire to encounter the fanatics
whose course had been productive of so great
evil. He knew them to be men of unsound
judgment and undisciplined passions, who, while
claiming to be specially illuminated from heaven,
would not endure the slightest contradiction or
even the kindest reproof or counsel. Arrogating to
themselves supreme authority, they required
everyone, without a question, to acknowledge
their claims.




GC 190.2

* Day after day, for a whole week, Luther continued
to preach to eager crowds. The word of God broke
the spell of fanatical excitement. The power of the
gospel brought back the misguided people into
the way of truth.




The Advent Movement




1M 179.3

* There are those who pick out from the Word of
God, and also from the Testimonies, detached
paragraphs or sentences that may be interpreted
to suit their ideas, and they dwell upon these, and
build themselves up in their own positions, when
God is not leading them. Here is your danger.




1M 179.4

* You will take passages in the Testimonies that
speak of the close of probation, of the shaking
among God's people, and you will talk of a coming
out from this people of a purer, holier people that
will arise. Now all this pleases the enemy. We
should not needlessly take a course that will make
differences or create dissension. We should not
give the impression that if our particular ideas are
not followed, it Is because the ministers are
lacking in comprehension and in faith, and are
walking in darkness.




1M 179.5

* Your mind has been on an unnatural strain for a
long time. You have much truth, precious truth, but
mingled with suppositions. Your extreme ideas
and strong language often destroy the effect of
your best efforts. Should many accept the views
you advance, and talk and act upon them, we
would see one of the greatest fanatical
excitements that has ever been witnessed among
Seventh-day Adventists. This is what Satan wants.




1SM 180.3

% Some of those who are resisting the very
principles of the message God has sent for this
time, present just such cases as yourself. They
point to your extreme views and teachings as an

excuse for their neglect of receiving the Lord's
messages.




1SM 180.4

* Satan's object is accomplished just as surely
when men run ahead of Christ and do the work He
has never entrusted to their hand, as when they
remain in the Laodicean state, lukewarm, feeling
rich and increased with goods, and in need of

nothing. The two classes are equally stumbling
blocks.




1SM 178.1

% Our ministers must cease to dwell upon their
peculiar ideas with the feeling, "You must see this
point as | do, or you cannot be saved." Away with
this egotism. The great work to be done in every
case is to win souls to Christ. Men must see Jesus
on the cross, they must look and live. It is not your

ideas they must feed upon, but it is the flesh and
blood of the Son of God.




25M 82.2

* My brother, you have been deceived yourself, and
have deceived others. You have not searched the
Scriptures in the right way. You must search them
to learn the mind of God, not to prove your theory.
You read the Word of God in the light of your own
views. You build up a false structure, and then
barricade it with texts which you claim prove it to
be true; but you pass over those passages which
prove it to be untrue.




25M 82.2

* You say, "The Bible is my foundation of faith." But
is it? | answer, The Bible does not sustain your
position. Again you say, "Show me by the Bible
that | am wrong, and | will give up my views." But
how can you be convinced by the Bible as long as
you wrest and misapply its utterances? By so
doing you cut off the only source by which God
might reach and convict you.




1SM 121.1

*A revival of true godliness
among us Is the greatest

and most urgent of all our
needs. o seek this should
be our first work.




PR 1802

* Before the final visitation of God's
judgments upon the earth there will
be among the people of the Lord
such a revival of primitive godliness
as has not been withessed since
apostolic times.




The Challenge

* Acts 20:28-32




