
Daniel 12
The Wise Shall Understand



    "At that time shall Michael stand up, the great Prince which 
standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time 
of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even to that 
same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, 
everyone that shall be found written in the book." Daniel 12:1.                                                     
     When the third angel's message closes, mercy no longer pleads 
for the guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people of God have 
accomplished their work. They have received "the latter rain," 
"the refreshing from the presence of the Lord," and they are 
prepared for the trying hour before them. Angels are hastening to 
and fro in heaven. An angel returning from the earth announces 
that his work is done; the final test has been brought upon the 
world, and all who have proved themselves loyal to the divine 
precepts have received "the seal of the living God." 

— The Great Controversy, p. 613



Then Jesus ceases His intercession in the sanctuary above. 
He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, "It is done;" 
and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes the 
solemn announcement: "He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that 
is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let 
him be holy still." Revelation 22:11. Every case has been 
decided for life or death. Christ has made the atonement for 
His people and blotted out their sins. 

— The Great Controversy, pp. 613, 614
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1. Hebrews 12:1, 2
2. Run with patience
3. Exercise faith — faith of Jesus
4. When Christ finishes this work, He 
will have people with — patience and 
the faith of Jesus; this is the 144,000 
described in Revelation 14:12
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Michael in Scripture
Daniel 10:13, 21; Daniel 12:1

Jude 9; Revelation 12:7

All these passages describe the 
cosmic conflict between Christ 
and Satan.

When Michael stands up, the 
final victory in the great 
controversy has been gained as 
Christ has developed the 
144,000.
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The Time of  Trouble—Dan. 12:1

The season of distress and anguish before us will require a faith 
that can endure weariness, delay, and hunger—a faith that will 
not faint though severely tried. The period of probation is 
granted to all to prepare for that time. Jacob prevailed because 
he was persevering and determined. His victory is an evidence 
of the power of importunate prayer. All who will lay hold of 
God's promises, as he did, and be as earnest and persevering as 
he was, will succeed as he succeeded. 

— The Great Controversy, p. 621
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The "time of trouble, such as never was," is soon to open upon 
us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now 
possess and which many are too indolent to obtain. It is often 
the case that trouble is greater in anticipation than in reality; 
but this is not true of the crisis before us. The most vivid 
presentation cannot reach the magnitude of the ordeal. In that 
time of trial, every soul must stand for himself before God. 
"Though Noah, Daniel, and Job" were in the land, "as I live, 
saith the Lord God, they shall deliver neither son nor daughter; 
they shall but deliver their own souls by their righteousness." 
Ezekiel 14:20. 

— The Great Controversy, pp. 622, 623
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The Time of Trouble—Dan. 12:1
Now, while our great High Priest is making the atonement for 
us, we should seek to become perfect in Christ. Not even by a 
thought could our Saviour be brought to yield to the power of 
temptation. Satan finds in human hearts some point where he 
can gain a foothold; some sinful desire is cherished, by means of 
which his temptations assert their power. But Christ declared of 
Himself: "The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in 
Me." John 14:30. Satan could find nothing in the Son of God that 
would enable him to gain the victory. He had kept His Father's 
commandments, and there was no sin in Him that Satan could 
use to his advantage. This is the condition in which those must 
be found who shall stand in the time of trouble. 

— The Great Controversy, p. 623
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    The people of God—some in prison cells, some hidden in solitary retreats 
in the forests and the mountains—still plead for divine protection, while in 
every quarter companies of armed men, urged on by hosts of evil angels, are 
preparing for the work of death. It is now, in the hour of utmost extremity, 
that the God of Israel will interpose for the deliverance of His chosen.  
     With shouts of triumph, jeering, and imprecation, throngs of evil men are 
about to rush upon their prey, when, lo, a dense blackness, deeper than the 
darkness of the night, falls upon the earth. Then a rainbow, shining with the 
glory from the throne of God, spans the heavens and seems to encircle each 
praying company. The angry multitudes are suddenly arrested. Their 
mocking cries die away. The objects of their murderous rage are forgotten. 
With fearful forebodings they gaze upon the symbol of God's covenant and 
long to be shielded from its overpowering brightness. 

— The Great Controversy, pp. 635, 636
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Graves are opened, and "many of them that sleep in the dust of 
the earth. . . awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt." Daniel 12:2. All who have died in the 
faith of the third angel's message come forth from the tomb 
glorified, to hear God's covenant of peace with those who have 
kept His law. "They also which pierced Him" (Revelation 1:7), 
those that mocked and derided Christ's dying agonies, and the 
most violent opposers of His truth and His people, are raised to 
behold Him in His glory and to see the honor placed upon the 
loyal and obedient. 

— The Great Controversy, p. 637
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Wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament 
- those who give loud cry.

They that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars 
forever and ever.
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The Time of the End—Dan. 12:4

Daniel told to shut up the words and seal the book till the 
time of the end.

Dan. 11:33-35 shows that persecution of the saints would 
occur until the time of the end.

Dan. 7:25 shows that persecution occurred for 1260 years, 
which was from 538-1798 A.D.

Book of Daniel sealed till 1798 but knowledge would increase 
after that.
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Daniel 12:5-7
Verse 5, Daniel sees two heavenly beings on opposite banks of 
the Hiddekel river. They will summarize key points of vision.

Verse 6, a man clothed in linen is asked how long shall it be to 
the end of these wonders. The man clothed in linen is Jesus 
Christ. See Daniel 10:5, 6 and Revelation 1:13-15.

Verse 7, Jesus swears by lifting up both hands to heaven that 
it will be 1260 years that God’s people will be persecuted.

See Revelation 10:1, 2, 6 — Second Advent Movement
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Daniel 12:8-10
Verse 8, Daniel heard the words but did not understand.

Verse 9, Daniel is reminded that the words of his book are 
sealed till the time of the end (1798).

Verse 10, When the book is unsealed, many shall be purified 
(those who are cleansed as the sanctuary is cleansed).

They are made white and tried (patience of the saints).

Wicked shall not understand the message of Daniel, but the 
wise shall understand the message and will be purified.
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Daniel 12:11-13
Two time prophecies: 1290 days and the 1335 days. Give 
further information about the time of the end.

Starting point is from the time that the daily was taken away 
and the abomination of desolation set up.

This refers back to Daniel 11:31 and is re-emphasizing that as 
a key verse to understand these time prophecies.

Daniel 11:31 describes the role, Clovis, king of the Franks, had 
in driving out paganism and uniting church/state in 508 A.D.
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1290 and 1335-day Prophecies 

Starting point for each prophecy is 508 A.D.

1290 days (years) ends in 1798 (same as 1260 years).

1335 days (years) ends in 1843 and describes the special 
blessing for those who would be alive during the rise of the 
Second Advent movement (see Revelation 10).

Some try to re-apply these as literal days that will be fulfilled 
in the future.
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Brother Hewit from Dead River was there. He came with a 
message to the effect that the destruction of the wicked and the 
sleep of the dead was an abomination within a shut door that a 
woman, Jezebel, a prophetess had brought in and he believed 
that I was that woman Jezebel. We told him of some of his 
errors in the past, that the 1335 days were ended and 
numerous errors of his. It had but little effect. His darkness 
was felt upon the meeting and it dragged. 

— Manuscript Releases, Vol. 6, p. 251 
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Wise Shall Understand

God promised to raise up a group of “wise” people after 1798 
who would understand the sealed portion of Daniel.

The 2300 days (Dan. 8:26) was sealed till this time and the 
information in Daniel 11, especially Dan. 11:40-45 and Daniel 
12 unlock further information about the 2300 days.

God raised up the Second Advent Movement to produce the 
“wise” who would understand. See Dan. 12:7, Rev. 10:1, 2, 6.
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Wise Shall Understand
Those who are wise will understand and will shine as the 
brightness of the firmament and shine as the stars for ever 
and ever.

Seventh-day Adventists who understand the message of 
Daniel, will see that it is the hour of God’s judgment and of 
the cleansing of the sanctuary. They will be purified.

As they are purified, they will give the loud cry message. 
They will receive the blessing that awaits those who give this 
message sometime after 1843. God wants us to be the ones.


