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Christian Service

A RELIGIOUS SYSTEM
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�The World’s Need
“Christ saw the sickness, the sorrow, the want and 
degradation of the multitudes that thronged His steps. 
To Him were presented the needs and woes of 
humanity throughout the world. Among the high and 
the low, the most honored and the most degraded, He 
beheld souls who were longing for the very blessings 
He had come to bring, souls who needed only a 
knowledge of His grace to become subjects of His 
kingdom.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 254
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�The World’s Need
 Neglected youth
 The poor
 The intemperate
 The honored
 Ministers
 Statesmen
 Authors
 The wealthy
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�The World’s Need
“In the world today, where selfishness, greed, and 
oppression rule, many of the Lord’s true children are in 
need and affliction. In lowly, miserable places, surrounded 
with poverty, disease, and guilt, many are patiently 
bearing their own burden of suffering, and trying to 
comfort the hopeless and sin-stricken about them. Many 
of them are almost unknown to the churches or to the 
ministers; but they are the Lord’s lights, shining amid the 
darkness. For these the Lord has a special care, and He 
calls upon His people to be His helping hand in relieving 
their wants. Wherever there is a church, special attention 
should be given to searching out this class and 
ministering to them.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 255
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�The Church’s Need
“While the world needs sympathy, while it needs the 
prayers and assistance of God’s people, while it needs to 
see Christ in the lives of His followers, the people of God 
are equally in need of opportunities that draw out their 
sympathies, give efficiency to their prayers, and develop in 
them a character like that of the divine pattern.

“It is to provide these opportunities that God has placed 
among us the poor, the unfortunate, the sick, and the 
suffering.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 261
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�The Church’s Need
“It should be written upon the conscience as with a pen of 
iron upon a rock, that he who disregards mercy, 
compassion, and righteousness, he who neglects the poor, 
who ignores the needs of suffering humanity, who is not 
kind and courteous, is so conducting himself that God 
cannot co-operate with him in the development of 
character. The culture of the mind and heart is more 
easily accomplished when we feel such tender sympathy 
for others that we bestow our benefits and privileges to 
relieve their necessities. Getting and holding all that we 
can for ourselves tends to poverty of soul. But all the 
attributes of Christ await the reception of those who will 
do the very work that God has appointed them to do.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 262
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�The Church’s Need
“Good works cost us a sacrifice, but it is in this very 
sacrifice that they provide discipline. These obligations 
bring us into conflict with natural feelings and 
propensities, and in fulfilling them we gain victory after 
victory over the objectionable traits of our characters. The 
warfare goes on, and thus we grow in grace. Thus we 
reflect the likeness of Christ and are prepared for a place 
among the blessed in the kingdom of God.

“Blessings, both temporal and spiritual, will accompany 
those who impart to the needy that which they receive 
from the Master.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 262



9

�The Church’s Need
“He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD, And He 
will pay back what he has given.”

—Proverbs 19:17
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�The Church’s Need
“Jesus worked a miracle to feed the five thousand, a tired, 
hungry multitude. He chose a pleasant place in which to 
accommodate the people and commanded them to sit 
down. Then He took the five loaves and the two small 
fishes. No doubt many remarks were made as to the 
impossibility of satisfying five thousand hungry men, 
besides women and children, from that scanty store. But 
Jesus gave thanks and placed the food in the hands of the 
disciples to be distributed. They gave to the multitude,
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�The Church’s Need
“Jesus worked a miracle to feed the five thousand, a tired, 
hungry multitude. He chose a pleasant place in which to 
accommodate the people and commanded them to sit 
down. Then He took the five loaves and the two small 
fishes. No doubt many remarks were made as to the 
impossibility of satisfying five thousand hungry men, 
besides women and children, from that scanty store. But 
Jesus gave thanks and placed the food in the hands of the 
disciples to be distributed. They gave to the multitude, the 
food increasing in their hands.
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�The Church’s Need
“And when the multitude had been fed, the disciples 
themselves sat down and ate with Christ of the heaven-
imparted store. This is a precious lesson for every one of 
Christ’s followers.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 263
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�The Church’s Need
“Pure and undefiled religion is ‘to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted 
from the world.’ James 1:27. Our church members are 
greatly in need of a knowledge of practical godliness. 
They need to practice self-denial and self-sacrifice. They 
need to give evidence to the world that they are Christlike. 
Therefore the work that Christ requires of them is not to 
be done by proxy, placing on some committee or some 
institution the burden that they themselves should bear.
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�The Church’s Need
“They are to become Christlike in character by giving of 
their means and time, their sympathy, their personal 
effort, to help the sick, to comfort the sorrowing, to relieve 
the poor, to encourage the desponding, to enlighten souls 
in darkness, to point sinners to Christ, to bring home to 
hearts the obligation of God’s law.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 263
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�The Church’s Need
“People are watching and weighing those who claim to 
believe the special truths for this time. They are watching 
to see wherein their life and conduct represent Christ. By 
humbly and earnestly engaging in the work of doing good 
to all, God’s people will exert an influence that will tell in 
every town and city where the truth has entered. If all 
who know the truth will take hold of this work as 
opportunities are presented, day by day doing little acts of 
love in the neighborhood where they live, Christ will be 
manifest to their neighbors.
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�The Church’s Need
“The gospel will be revealed as a living power and not as 
cunningly devised fables or idle speculations. It will be 
revealed as a reality, not the result of imagination or 
enthusiasm. This will be of more consequence than 
sermons or professions or creeds.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 264
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�The Church’s Need
“Satan is playing the game of life for every soul. He 
knows that practical sympathy is a test of the purity and 
unselfishness of the heart, and he will make every 
possible effort to close our hearts to the needs of others, 
that we may finally be unmoved by the sight of suffering. 
He will bring in many things to prevent the expression of 
love and sympathy. It is thus that he ruined Judas.
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�The Church’s Need
“Judas was constantly planning to benefit self. In this he 
represents a large class of professed Christians of today. 
Therefore we need to study his case. We are as near to 
Christ as he was. Yet if, as with Judas, association with 
Christ does not make us one with Him, if it does not 
cultivate within our hearts a sincere sympathy for those 
for whom Christ gave His life, we are in the same danger 
as was Judas of being outside of Christ, the sport of 
Satan’s temptations.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 264



19

�The Solution
“I cannot too strongly urge all our church members, all 
who are true missionaries, all who believe the third 
angel’s message, all who turn away their feet from the 
Sabbath, to consider the message of the fifty-eighth 
chapter of Isaiah. The work of beneficence enjoined in this 
chapter is the work that God requires His people to do at 
this time. It is a work of His own appointment.…

“This is the ministry which God’s people are to carry 
forward at this time. This ministry, rightly performed, will 
bring rich blessings to the church.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 265
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�The Solution
“As believers in Christ we need greater faith. We need to 
be more fervent in prayer. Many wonder why their prayers 
are so lifeless, their faith so feeble and wavering, their 
Christian experience so dark and uncertain. Have we not 
fasted, they say, and ‘walked mournfully before the Lord of 
hosts?’ In the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah Christ has 
shown how this condition of things may be changed. He 
says: 



21

�The Solution
“‘Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands 
of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the 
oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Is it not 
to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring the 
poor that are cast out to thy house? when thou seest the 
naked, that thou cover him; and that thou hide not thyself 
from thine own flesh?’ Verses 6, 7. This is the recipe that 
Christ has prescribed for the fainthearted, doubting, 
trembling soul. Let the sorrowful ones, who walk 
mournfully before the Lord, arise and help someone who 
needs help.”

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 266
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�The Solution
“We are to put every faculty to the stretch in order to bring 
saving truths to the attention of suffering human beings. 
This must be done in connection with the work of healing 
the sick. Then the cause of truth will stand before the 
world in the strength which God designs it to have. 
Through the influence of sanctified workers the truth will 
be magnified.

—Testimonies, vol. 6, 253
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�The Solution
“To those who have been engaged in this work I would 
say: Continue to work with tact and ability. Arouse your 
associates to work under some name whereby they may 
be organized to co-operate in harmonious action. Get the 
young men and women in the churches to work. Combine 
medical missionary work with the proclamation of the 
third angel’s message. Make regular, organized efforts to 
lift the church members out of the dead level in which they 
have been for years.
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�The Solution
“Send out into the churches workers who will live the 
principles of health reform. Let those be sent who can see 
the necessity of self-denial in appetite, or they will be a 
snare to the church. See if the breath of life will not then 
come into our churches. A new element needs to be 
brought into the work.
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snare to the church. See if the breath of life will not then 
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�Peril? What Peril?
“There are human beings of low tendencies, but they have 
some most excellent traits of character; and they long for 
help, for strength; and the voice of God through his 
servants who are willing to minister, imparts 
encouragement and strength so that they will venture to 
lay hold upon the help presented to them. Through human 
instrumentalities, they are enabled immediately to co-
operate with divine power. But men who profess to know 
God are asleep, doing nothing. Those who flatter 
themselves that they are the children of God, are yet 
indifferent to perishing souls around them. 
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�Peril? What Peril?
“Ignorant, you may say they are; yes, and so would you 
be, if you had been in their place. But if they are ignorant, 
they need enlightenment; they need the very information 
their brethren can impart to them of the way of life.

“The church ought to have taken up this work in every 
conference. And if the powers of thought which have been 
so fully occupied in devising plans which cannot succeed, 
and which have not the endorsement of Heaven, had been 
put into devising plans to carry out the very work the Lord 
has been calling them to do in reaching the people where 
they are, the work would have been borne by many 
instead of by the few.
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�Peril? What Peril?
“This work is the work the churches have left undone, and 
they cannot prosper until they have taken hold of this 
work in the cities, in highways, and in hedges. Then 
angels of God will co-operate with human 
instrumentalities, and a religious system will be 
inaugurated to relieve the necessities of suffering human 
beings who are in physical, mental, and moral need.…

This is “the kind of work the whole of our churches are 
bound to do under covenant relation to God. They are to 
love God supremely and their neighbor as themselves.… 
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�Peril? What Peril?
“There are some who withhold themselves from their 
fellow men, and shut themselves within themselves, and 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is made void by their practice. 
Their words go as far as expressions of warmth, but the 
poor are not clothed, nor fed, nor warmed, nor taught, nor 
given personal labor. These indolent, slothful servants are 
abundant; but they say, and do not. They themselves are 
destitute of hope, faith, and love, and they are not helped 
by the gospel, because they are not doers of the word. 
Some moral expressions are made, and some frozen 
exhibitions are shown, but the bright beams of the Sun of 
Righteousness do not penetrate the heart, brighten the 
life, and give vitality to their religious experience. 
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�Peril? What Peril?
“They do not know what service, unselfish service, to 
God means. Many consider that it will sometime be their 
duty; but it cannot be now. They contemplate it afar off, as 
something we are not ready for, when it should have been 
brought into their life at the very beginning of their 
religious experience.”

—Home Missionary, November 1, 1897 
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�Peril? What Peril?
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angels of God will co-operate with human 
instrumentalities, and a religious system will be 
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�Peril? What Peril?
“Let those who would follow Christ fully come up to the 
work, even if it be over the heads of ministers and 
president. Those who in such a work as this will say, ‘I 
pray thee have me excused,’ should beware lest they 
receive their discharge for time and for eternity. Let 
Christians who love duty lift every ounce they can and 
then look to God for further strength. He will work 
through the efforts of thoroughgoing men and women and 
will do what they cannot do. New light and power will be 
given them as they use what they have. New fervor and 
zeal will stir the church as they see something 
accomplished.”

—Testimonies, vol. 5, 369
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�Peril? What Peril?
“If you feel no interest in the work that is going forward, if 
you will not encourage medical missionary work in the 
churches, it will be done without your consent; for it is the 
work of God, and it must be done. My brethren and 
sisters, take your position on the Lord’s side and be 
earnest, active, courageous co-workers with Christ, 
laboring with Him to seek and save the lost.”

—Testimonies, vol. 8, 75.
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