
SESSION ONE: THE MISSING INGREDIENT 

"When the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, 
because the harvest is come." Christ is waiting with longing desire for the 
manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall 
be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as 
His own.  {COL 69.1} 

It is the privilege of every Christian not only to look for but to hasten the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, (2 Peter 3:12, margin). Were all who 
profess His name bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly the whole world 
would be sown with the seed of the gospel. Quickly the last great harvest 
would be ripened, and Christ would come to gather the precious grain.  
{COL 69.2} 

Those who wait for the Bridegroom's coming are to say to the people, 
"Behold your God." The last rays of merciful light, the last message of 
mercy to be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love. The 
children of God are to manifest His glory. In their own life and character 
they are to reveal what the grace of God has done for them.  {COL 415.5} 

To those who, like the young ruler, are in high positions of trust and have 
great possessions, it may seem too great a sacrifice to give up all in order to 
follow Christ. But this is the rule of conduct for all who would become His 
disciples. Nothing short of obedience can be accepted. Self-surrender is the 
substance of the teachings of Christ. Often it is presented and enjoined in 
language that seems authoritative, because there is no other way to save 
man than to cut away those things which, if entertained, will demoralize 
the whole being.  {DA 523.3} 
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The first step in the path of obedience is to surrender the will to God. This 
may seem a difficult thing to do; for Satan will present every possible 
objection, and will manufacture difficulties, and magnify perplexities 
before the mind; but take the first step, and the next step on the ladder of 
progress will be easier. The ladder of progress must be climbed round by 
round; but God is above the ladder, and his glory will illuminate every step 
of advancement. The path of faith and self-denial is an upward path; its 
way is heavenward, and as you advance, the misleading clouds of doubt 
and evil will be left behind.  {RH, October 9, 1894 par. 6} 

The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. The 
yielding of self, surrendering all to the will of God, requires a struggle; but 
the soul must submit to God before it can be renewed in holiness.  {SC 43.3}


