
Cutting Timothy



Then the Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having 
persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of 
the city, supposing him to be dead. However, when the disciples 
gathered around him, he rose up and went into the city. And the 
next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. 

Acts 14:19, 20



Among those who had been converted at Lystra, and who were 
eyewitnesses of the sufferings of Paul, was one who was afterward to 

become a prominent worker for Christ and who was to share with the 
apostle the trials and the joys of pioneer service in difficult fields. This 
was a young man named Timothy. When Paul was dragged out of the 

city, this youthful disciple was among the number who took their 
stand beside his apparently lifeless body and who saw him arise, 

bruised and covered with blood, but with praises upon his lips because 
he had been permitted to suffer for the sake of Christ. 

Acts of the Apostles, p. 184



Then he came to Derbe and Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple 
was there, named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish woman 
who believed, but his father was Greek.  He was well spoken of by 
the brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium. 

Acts 16:1, 2



Here Paul again met Timothy, who had witnessed his sufferings at the 
close of his first visit to Lystra and upon whose mind the impression 

then made had deepened with the passing of time until he was 
convinced that it was his duty to give himself fully to the work of the 
ministry. His heart was knit with the heart of Paul, and he longed to 

share the apostle's labors by assisting as the way might open.  

Acts of the Apostles, p. 202



Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and 
circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, for 
they all knew that his father was Greek. 

Acts 16:3



And as they went through the cities, they delivered to them the 
decrees to keep, which were determined by the apostles and elders 
at Jerusalem. 

Acts 16:4



And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made 
many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 
strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue 
in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter 
the kingdom of God.” 

Acts 14:21, 22



But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8



“At that time a great persecution arose against the church which 
was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the 
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” 

Acts 8:4



Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose 
over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, 
preaching the word to no one but the Jews only. But some of 
them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they had 
come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord 
Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number believed and turned to the Lord. Then news of these 
things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they 
sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. 



When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, 
and encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should 
continue with the Lord. For he was a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added 
to the Lord. Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek 
Saul. And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. 
So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church 
and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first 
called Christians in Antioch. 

Acts 11:19-26



On the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to hear 
the word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were 
filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed 
the things spoken by Paul. Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and 
said, “It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken to 
you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of 
everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles. 

Acts 13:44, 45



Now it happened in Iconium that they went together to the 
synagogue of the Jews, and so spoke that a great multitude both of 
the Jews and of the Greeks believed. But the unbelieving Jews 
stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the 
brethren. Therefore they stayed there a long time, speaking boldly 
in the Lord, who was bearing witness to the word of His grace, 
granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 



But the multitude of the city was divided: part sided with the Jews, 
and part with the apostles. And when a violent attempt was made 
by both the Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone 
them, they became aware of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities 
of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region.  

Acts 14:1-6



Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and having 
persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of 
the city, supposing him to be dead. However, when the disciples 
gathered around him, he rose up and went into the city. And the 
next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe. 

Acts 14:19, 20 



And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, 
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 
you cannot be saved.” 

Acts 15:1 



Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and 
dispute with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and 
certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles 
and elders, about this question. So, being sent on their way by 
the church, they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, 
describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great 
joy to all the brethren. 



And when they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the 
church and the apostles and the elders; and they reported all things 
that God had done with them. But some of the sect of the Pharisees 
who believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, 
and to command them to keep the law of Moses.” 

Acts 15:2-5



Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this 
matter. And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and 
said to them: “Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago 
God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear 
the word of the gospel and believe. So God, who knows the heart, 
acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did 
to us, and made no distinction between us and them, purifying 
their hearts by faith. 

Acts 15:6-9



Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck 
of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to 
bear? But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they.” Then all the 
multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and Paul declaring 
how many miracles and wonders God had worked through them 
among the Gentiles. 

Acts 15:10-12



And after they had become silent, James answered, saying, “Men 
and brethren, listen to me: Simon has declared how God at the 
first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His 
name. And with this the words of the prophets agree… (quotes 
Amos 9:11, 12) Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those 
from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, but that we 
write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual 
immorality, from things strangled, and from blood. For Moses has 
had throughout many generations those who preach him in every 
city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.” 

Acts 15:13-20



Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to 
send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, 
leading men among the brethren. They wrote this letter by them: 
The apostles, the elders, and the brethren, to the brethren who are 
of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: Greetings. 

Acts 15:22, 23



Since we have heard that some who went out from us have 
troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, “You must 
be circumcised and keep the law” —to whom we gave no such 
commandment— it seemed good to us, being assembled with one 
accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and 
Paul, men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also 
report the same things by word of mouth.  

Acts 15:24-27



For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary things: that you abstain 
from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, and 
from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will 
do well. Farewell. 

Acts 15:28, 29



1. Church Order

Important Lessons from Acts 15

The Church is neither a dictatorship nor a democracy; it is a Bible-
based, Spirit-driven republic.

“The council which decided this case was composed of apostles and 
teachers who had been prominent in raising up the Jewish and Gentile 
Christian churches, with chosen delegates from various places. Elders 

from Jerusalem and deputies from Antioch were present, and the most 
influential churches were represented... The entire body of Christians 

was not called to vote upon the question. The ‘apostles and elders,’ 
men of influence and judgment, framed and issued the decree, which 

was thereupon generally accepted by the Christian churches.” 
Acts of the Apostles, p. 195, 196 



1. Church Order

Important Lessons from Acts 15

Difficult matters are to be discussed and decided upon for the whole 
church; territories are not free to act out of harmony with other.

“The four servants of God were sent to Antioch with the epistle and 
message that was to put an end to all controversy; for it was the 

voice of the highest authority upon the earth.”  
Acts of the Apostles, p. 195 



2. The Critical Role of The Spirit of Prophecy

Important Lessons from Acts 15

The inspired testimonies are given to clarify and apply Bible truth.

“I recommend to you, dear reader, the Word of God as the rule of 
your faith and practice. By that Word we are to be judged. God 

has, in that Word, promised to give visions in the "last days"; not 
for a new rule of faith, but for the comfort of His people, and to 

correct those who err from Bible truth. Thus God dealt with Peter 
when He was about to send him to preach to the Gentiles.” 

Early Writings, p. 78



3. The Converting Power of the Holy Spirit

Important Lessons from Acts 15

The Holy Spirit has the power to soften hearts and sharpen minds.

“The Spirit of the Lord then witnessed to the word spoken, and 
under its influence the council yielded their prejudices, and 

expressed themselves as in harmony with the position of the 
apostle, and sent an address to the churches to that effect.”  

Sketches from the Life of Paul, p. 209

“For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us.”  
Acts 15:28



Paul wanted to have [Timothy] go on with him. And he took him 
and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in that region, 
for they all knew that his father was Greek. 

Acts 16:3



As a precautionary measure, Paul wisely advised Timothy to be 
circumcised--not that God required it, but in order to remove from the 

minds of the Jews that which might be an objection to Timothy's 
ministration. In his work Paul was to journey from city to city, in many 
lands, and often he would have opportunity to preach Christ in Jewish 

synagogues, as well as in other places of assembly. If it should be known 
that one of his companions in labor was uncircumcised, his work might 

be greatly hindered by the prejudice and bigotry of the Jews. 



Everywhere the apostle met determined opposition and severe 
persecution. He desired to bring to his Jewish brethren, as well as 

to the Gentiles, a knowledge of the gospel, and therefore he sought, 
so far as was consistent with the faith, to remove every pretext for 
opposition. Yet while he conceded this much to Jewish prejudice, 

he believed and taught circumcision or uncircumcision to be 
nothing and the gospel of Christ everything. 

Acts of the Apostles, p. 204



For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to 
all, that I might win the more; and to the Jews I became as a Jew, 
that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under 
the law, that I might win those who are under the law... I have 
become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 

1 Corinthians 9:19-23
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Concluding Thoughts

Timothy was circumcised, not for his own salvation but for the 
salvation of others.

We need a generation of Seventh-day Adventists less focused on 
their rights as Christians and more focused on their responsibilities 
as Christians.

What in your life could you surrender for the sake of others? What 
sacrifice--perhaps even involving personal discomfort--are you 
willing to make to reach those who may not know Christ?


