
Some Favorite Agriculture Quotes

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with 
your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so 
that you will not be dependent on anybody.  (1Thessalonians 4:11,12 NIV84)

The education centering in the family was that which prevailed in the days of the 
patriarchs.  For the schools thus established, God provided the conditions most favorable for the 
development of character.  The people who were under His direction still pursued the plan of life 
that He had appointed in the beginning.  Those who departed from God built for themselves 
cities, and congregating in them, gloried in the splendor, the luxury, and the vice that make the 
cities of today the world’s pride and its curse.  But the men who held fast God’s principles of life 
dwelt among the fields and hills.  They were tillers of the soil and keepers of flocks and herds, 
and in this free, independent life, with its opportunities for labor and study and meditation, they 
learned of God and taught their children of His works and ways.  (Education p. 33.3)

In God’s plan for Israel every family had a home on the land, with sufficient ground for 
tilling.  Thus were provided both the means and the incentive for a useful, industrious, and self-
supporting life.  And no devising of men has ever improved upon that plan.  To the world’s 
departure from it is owning, to a large degree, the poverty and wretchedness that exist today.  
(Ministry of Healing p. 183.3)

In the laws which God gave for the cultivation of the soil, He was giving the people 
opportunity to overcome their selfishness and become heavenly minded.  Canaan would be to 
them as Eden if they obeyed the Word of the Lord.  Through them the Lord designed to teach all 
the nations of the world how to cultivate the soil so that it would yield healthy fruit, free from 
disease.  The earth is the Lord’s vineyard, and is to be treated according to His plan.  Those 
who cultivated the soil were to realize that they were doing God service.  They were as truly in 
their lot and place as were the men appointed to minister in the priesthood and in work 
connected with the tabernacle.  (Bible Commentary Vol. 1 p. 1112)

He who taught Adam and Eve in Eden how to tend the garden, would instruct men today.  
There is wisdom for him who holds the plow, and plants and sows the seed.  The earth has its 
concealed treasures, and the Lord would have thousands and tens of thousands working upon 
the soil who are crowded into the cities to watch for a chance to earn a trifle; in many cases that 
trifle is not turned into bread, but is put into the till of the publican, to obtain that which destroys 
the reason of man formed in the image of God.  Those who will take their families into the 
country, place them where they have fewer temptations…. 

The earth is to be made to give forth its strength; but without the blessing of God it could 
do nothing.  In the beginning, God looked upon all that He had made, and pronounced it very 
good.  The curse was brought upon the earth in consequence of sin.  But shall this curse be 
multiplied by increasing sin?  Ignorance is doing its baleful work.  Slothful servants are 
increasing the evil by their lazy habits.  Many are unwilling to earn their bread by the sweat of 
their brow, and they refuse to till the soil.  But the earth has blessings hidden in her depths for 
those who have courage and will and perseverance to gather her treasures.  Fathers and 
mothers who possess a piece of land and a comfortable home are kings and queens.  
(Fundamentals of Education p. 326.1,2)
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